At the request of a special class teacher in a Philadelphia school, who is also a student in psychology at the University, an examination was Since the investigation was made primarily for the benefit of the school, it was essential that there should be at least one concrete result, which both examiners and principal understood.
Since the investigation was made primarily for the benefit of the school, it was essential that there should be at least one concrete result, which both examiners and principal understood.
The Witmer formboard was chosen as a test at the four year level with which there could be more than a fifty per cent expectancy of success even with retarded cases, since the group included children from six to sixteen and one-half years of age. The performance of this test was regarded as an evidence of the individual's degree of discriminability and as a means of winning the child's confidence. Three trials were given with a limit of five minutes on any single trial. At the end of this time, if the child had failed, he was instructed in the solution of the problem, which could then on subsequent (180) The regular grade children, forty-three in number, present a very different picture, practically the same sort of social background and environment, but another type of child. In only one case is there a pronounced stigma which immediately marks the child as abnormal. To the more careful observer, the groups of suspects, as a whole, might present a picture of lack of alertness and slow comprehension, but at a casual glance they are an ordinary group of school children, chosen at random. Within the group of fortythree children nearly every type of school problem is represented; lack of energy due to poor physical condition, language deficiency due to the use of a foreign tongue in the home, lack of comprehension of school work due to an intellectual deficiency, problems of discipline and motivation, and poor school progress as a result of inadequate teaching in fundamentals. Our problem with these children was not merely to determine their levels, but to make some suggestion to the school principal as to a method of dealing with the case in order to benefit both the child and the school.
A result which should be obtained if the system of school promotion is practically applied, is evident from the fact that the number of children considered backward or retarded, decreased in the higher grades. The supposition is that the backward children have been eliminated in the lower grades, and not permitted to hold up the progress of the pupils in the upper grades.
In the first A and B grades, seventeen children were tested, the largest total number in any grade. In grades 2A and 2B, eight children were suspects, ranging from seven years eight months to ten years two months.
The group of nine children in grades 3A and 3B varied from nine years five months to thirteen years seven months. In grades 4A, 5B, 6A, 6B, only eight children were tested with ages from twelve years six months to fifteen years two months.
Within each group there is a spread of at least three years in age. This variation immediately presents a problem in dealing with these suspects. Even on the supposition that the school were able to remove these children, from the grades where they are now, in the hope that with special teaching they would cease to be misfits in their grades, the ten-year-old child, for instance, who is getting along smoothly in the second grade is still a misfit. He is at least two years retarded in school proficiency, but in most cases not retarded physically or socially. He is bigger and has more energy at his disposal than the seven-year-old who belongs in this grade. The ten-year-old's longer experience of life, since the years from seven to ten are so full of new sensations and emotions, has made him more mature. Thus the teacher who has the problem of dealing with a retarded ten-year-old and the seven-year-old, in the same class, has a distinct difficulty merely from the point of view of age difference.
In our suggestions to the principal therefore, we were obliged to take into account the practical solution of the difficulty from the standpoint of age as well as deficiency.
The intelligence quotients varied from 58.8 to 127. In general it may be said that the intelligence quotient correlated fairly well with the memory span and grade level tests, although these intellectual explorations sometimes differed radically from the estimates formed through the performance tests. In the first grade, five out of seven children examined failed the eight year comprehension tests. This group as a whole seemed unusually well oriented socially considering the poor school proficiency. In the vocabulary tests at the higher ages certain mistakes were prevalent; for instance, almost all the children gave the meaning for "election" when asked to define "lecture." In very few cases did they know the meaning of "civil" or "ramble" and in almost every case they gave the correct explanation of the word "insure." Whenever they did not know the meaning of a word, if it could be misunderstood through mispronunciation, they misinterpreted it; for example, "gallon" for "gown" and "Alfred" for "outward," 
